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BRIDGEPORT MAN ON THE STREET:
YOUR FAVORITE THING ABOUT BRIDGPORT IS....

1. Will Robinson: “Always knowing
someone, and sometimes knowing
everyone.”

2.Joe Milanowski: “The old Ca-
naryville Street Dances in the 1960’s”
or “The old Bridgeport Family Din-
ner” or “That the old police station is
right by the Major’s house”

3. Alfred Lieteau: “It’s close to public
transportation”

4. Rebbie Fabian: “White Sox Sta-
dium!”

5. Owen Lloyd: It’s just a nice place
to live.”

6. Ming Cai: “Cermak Produce”

7. Bryon Medina: “God’s Closet of
First Trinity”

Photos by Chris Jones.
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ASK THE REVEREND

By
Rev. Tom Gaulke

Morals or laws are
not bad. But Love is
bigger than both.

Have a Question for The
Reverend? Send it to:

Bridgeportinernational@
gmail.com

Dear Reverend,
I have ethics but my religious friend
has morals. What's the difference?

- Curious Local
C.L.-

It isn't too often that one runs across an
admittedly, even self-defined, immoral human
being.

Congratulations on your honesty.

My favorite Christian Theologians talk about
the concept of sin like this: Sin is that which
is made manifest in broken relationships. If we
think about sin this way, we find that break-
ing rules—even religious rules—is less of a
problem than fracturing relationships. The
goal of morals/ethics is mutual, neighborly,
brotherly and sisterly love, between people
and people, people and creation, and people
and God.

In the Bible, Jesus is criticized by the reli-
gious orthodox of his time for breaking the
Sabbath and other religious customs/mores/
ethos/laws. But he’s justified in that in his act
of transgression, people were fed and people
were healed. Love happened when Jesus
“sinned.” So it wasn't sinful after all.

It's like Jesus made little cracks in the con-
crete so some flowers could spring up.

Often times Christians lose sight of the teach-
ings of Christ. Instead of seeing the end-goal
of all morals/ethics, and all of existence, as
the manifestation of love and harmony (as op-
posed to the estrangement of Sin), they revert
into thinking that ethics or morals are tools
for an individual to use in order to earn God's
love. God's love, contrary to this misinterpre-
tation is freely given. It’s a gift. Love is what
God does. God is love.

The judgmental word we use for these kinds
of folks is moralistic.

They are moralists. Or legalists.

Morals or laws are not bad. But Love is bigger
than both.

The problem with moralism and legalism in
this negative sense that moralism homog-
enizes the call to a living love into a set of
rules that demand obedience—even if that
obedience leads to the opposite of love: to
discrimination, hate, exclusion, and the like.
These rules, if not allowed to be interpreted
differently for different contexts, will lead to
estrangement, to broken relationships, to that
which we have defined as Sin! And that is
the opposite of the message of reconciliation
and love that runs through the heart of the
Gospel!

Sometimes Jesus “sinning” is the moral thing
to do in the Gospel.

Personal holiness or purity becomes trans-
gression if it turns a person of faith away
from love or relationships with his or her
neighbors and gives one only eyes for oneself
and one’s own personal “relationship with
God,” sans relationships with “those people.”

Such was the case in Jesus’ parable of the
Good Samaritan, when a priest, of all people,
passed up a terribly beaten man on the side of
the road, so as not to be “impure” for temple
(Luke 10:25-37).

Without love, any spiritual gift is a noisy gong
or clanging cymbal (1 Corinthians 13). Love
covers a multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8, James
5:20). Jesus prayed to his father so that “they
may be one as we are one (John 17).” Those
who abide in love abide in God and God abides
in them (1 John 4:16).

To be honest, Curious Local, I am afraid that
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your question may be one of those sacred/
secular distinctions made possible by the
human language that creates a false di-
chotomy between two very interdependent
words, and perhaps declares one word holy,
while the other, unclean.

I'd hate for you to become moralistic about
your use of the word ethics. Especially to
the point where you say your religious
friend is unethical, or that she says you are
immoral. Although you may each be guilty
of both.

Ultimately, CL, any morals or ethics, com-
plex philosophical systems, or fervently
obeyed statutes, mean nothing if they do
not lead to, participate in, or are an act of,
love—between humans and humans, hu-
mans and creation, humans and God, and
so on and so forth. Both can be used to hurt
and to harm, to liberate or to oppress. But
you are to do what love requires.

Best of luck in figuring out what that is.
In God's unfailing love,
Rev. Tom Gaulke

Pastor, First Trinity Lutheran Church,
Bridgeport

ASK THE SCHOLAR

By
Rick Moreno

The Scholar takes a
look at the
Reverend’s question.

Dear Reverend,

I have ethics but my religious friend has morals.
What's the difference?

Curious Local

Dear Reverend and C.L.

Ethics and morals may simply be the differ-
ence between two languages, but the difference
between languages is never just simply that,

it is always much more. The word “morals”
derives its origin from Latin and is linked to
the ideas of manners, mores, and this draws an
explicate relation to the reality of relating to
another person. Ethics, n0o¢ in Greek, has to do
with dwelling and habits that indwell them; its
more contextual, cosmic, and habitual. In Latin,
Cicero attempted to transpose Greek and its

implications into his tongue; it looks like this.

... quia pertinet ad mores, quod Woog illi vocant,
nos eam partem philosophiae de moribus ap-
pellare solemus, sed decet augentem linguam
Latinam nominare moralem; explicandaque
Vis est ratioque enuntiationum, quae Graeci
aEudpata vocant; quae de re futura cum alig-
uid dicunt deque eo, quod possit fieri aut non
possit, quam vim habeant, obscura quaestio
est, quammeQl duvat®V philosophi appellant,
totaque est hoywnt), quam rationem disserendi
voco. Quod autem in aliis libris feci, qui sunt
de natura deorum, itemque in iis, quos de divi-
natione edidi, ut in utramque partem perpetua
explicaretur oratio, quo facilius id a quoque
probaretur, quod cuique maxime probabile
videretur, id in hac disputatione de fato casus
quidam ne facerem inpedivit. (M. Tullius Cicero,
De Fato 1)

In light of the ethical and moral realities of this
publication the translation cannot be given. The
habitat, no matter its language, does not allow
for more than 250 words, and it would be bad

manners to force more upon it.
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THESE ARE A FEW OUR OUR FAVORITE THINGS

What I Love About Bridgeport

By Melissa Naiman

What I love most about Bridgeport is that
this neighborhood combines the ideals of
small-town living with the amenities of a
world-class city. “Old timers” welcome the
relative newcomers. When walking down
the street, people say hello. We take care

of each other’s pets. I know the names of
barristas, bike mechanics, and bar owners.
Weekend trips to the supermarket are pro-
longed by impromptu chats with neighbors
whose names I actually know, whose lives I
actually give a crap about. Wrapped in all
this neighborly charm is a stunning diver-
sity of backgrounds, cultures, and inter-
ests. Sincere passions are embraced and
encouraged. However, unlike any small
town I've ever visited, there is insanely
convenient access to cultural and culi-
nary experiences that span geography and
philosophy. Benedictine monks live and
worship two doors down from a Buddhist
Temple. Artists create aesthetically pleas-
ing images and challenge our perceptions
of beauty, gender, and society. A four-block
radius provides dining opportunities from
7 countries; you could pick up a burger,
bahn mi, and baba ganoush without break-
ing a sweat. The sense of community com-
bined with a respect for diversity makes
Bridgeport truly special among all the
Chicago neighborhoods. After eight years
in Chicago, it's good to finally feel at home.

My Favorite Thing About
Bridgeport

By Caroline Wooten

My favorite thing about Bridgeport is that
it is the community of the future. I'm al-
ways happy about going to Bridgeport. I'm
not always so psyched about going to the

future. If Bridgeport is the future though,
I'm an awful lot less frightened.

Why does the future scare me? Well, there
are the giant problems: global warming,
economic inequity, hunger, war, and all the
other negative phenomena that are likely
to escalate throughout my lifetime. Next,
there are the more personal fears. I'm a
senior in college. Pretty soon I'll have to
graduate and become a real person, losing
all the trivial, yet reassuring comforts of
college: an immediate community of peers,
a sense of purpose through academic
achievement, a largely self-dictated sched-

ule...

However, if all communities were like
Bridgeport, I wouldn't be so scared about
losing these things. What's so great about
it? From my experience as a frequent visi-
tor (no...I can't claim to be a resident), here
are some highlights:

e Meetings conducted in bars

e Knowing at least 3 people every time I
walk into the Bridgeport Coffee House

e Encountering unusual names like Cosmo
and Curly

¢ Hearing political situations explained us-
ing Biblical parables

e Seeing funny hats

e Hearing three different languages on the
same block

¢ Learning that people sometimes refer to
their Alderman as “JBallz”

While Bridgeport is welcoming, quirky, and
genuine, this doesn’t mean that it doesn't
face challenges. The local issue that I'm
most familiar with has to do with pollution
from the Fisk Coal Plant. However, this is
not only a local issue, but a global issue—it
connects to one of those BIG problems that
makes me scared for the future.

However, if I'm going to spend my time
working to build the political power to
overcome, or at least mitigate, the challeng-
es that face our world, I'd like to do it over
drinks, wearing funny hats, using Biblical
parables, and in three different languages.

The future won't be perfect, but if it's
anything like Bridgeport, I'm willing to

venture on.

Bridgeport’s Oasis in the City
By Lynn Barnett

When I was going up, I always had access
to wild spaces to explore. There was the
spot of unkempt woods between houses
(which seemed much bigger as a kid), the
creek down the street, or the woods at the
end of a winding side road nearby. Liv-

ing in the city, I miss those wilder spaces
where nature is allowed to flourish, un-
abated. When I moved to Bridgeport, I was
surprised to see a park developing where
nature was given a bit more leeway than
one usually sees. Even though it still has a
structure of walking paths, wetland tiers,
and the man-made pond, the Henry Palmi-
sano Park (Stearns Quarry) gives me back
that feeling of watching nature flourish

in her own way. As I walk the paths, I can
watch the seasons change. The first growth
of spring gives way to the lush green of
high summer, with crickets singing and
lightning bugs glowing. Late-summer
wildflowers dot the hillsides, and grasses
that tassle in amazingly diverse ways look
beautiful in the waning summer’s warm
afternoon light. As the fall proceeds, the
colors fade, but the textures begin to stand
out. Finally, in winter, when the snowfall is
fresh, the landscape becomes totally new
again. As long as I live in Bridgeport, I plan
to escape to our little oasis in the city to

watch nature’s inexorable cycle.
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3 Eugene Barnett

Handmade Ceramics

..because "Good Enough”
is never good, nor enough.

http://www.etsy.com/shop/eugenebarnett

Bridgeport People

thehardscrabbler.blogspot.com
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First Lutheran Church of The Trinity
Serving Bridgeport Since 1865

Rooted in the past, stretching to the future.
Join us for worship, Sundays at 10:30AM.
643 West 31st Street

And be our friend for more info. http://www.facebook.com/first. trinity.
chicago

First Trinity is a member of the ELCA, and open to all people form all walks of life.
No: really. We mean it. All are welcome.

(312) 225-3780

BLUE CITY CYCLES
3201 South Halsted Street
Chicago, IL 60608-6605

bluecitycycles.com

bridgeportcoffee”

773.247.9950
3101 South Morgan
Chicago, IL 60608

Monday-Friday 6am - 9pm
Sunday 7am - 8pm
Saturday 7am - 9pm

Visit Bridgeport Coffee Company on Facebook

PLEASANT HOUSE

BAKERY

964 West 31st Street
Chicugo, lllinois 60608

773-623-PIES (7437)

pleasanthousebukery@gmdail.com

Twifter @PHBukery

| ©®W Bridgeport

For more information visit us at:
www.bridgeportcitizensgroup.com
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YOUR RIGHTS WHEN THE LANDLORD IS IN THE WRONG

By
Daniel E. Pugh

Last issue we explored best practices and expectations for landlords
(“...Might Be A Slumlord If,” Bridgeport International, Vol. 2, Issue 2
09/2011). We primarily discussed pre-screening of tenants and prop-
erty maintenance. But what if your landlord isn't living up to these
expectations? What are your rights and remedies as a tenant? Revised
in July 2010, Chicago’s tenant ordinance is one of the strongest in the
nation. While the complete ordinance is too lengthy to reproduce here,
below are some highlights taken directly from the City Clerk’s website
(http://www.chicityclerk.com/tenantsVRSlandlords.php). Also, a copy
of the Residential Landlord & Tenant Ordinance Summary must be at-

tached to every written rental agreement.

WHAT RENTAL UNITS ARE COVERED BY THE ORDINANCE?

¢ Rental units with written or oral leases (including all subsidized
units such as CHA, ITHDA, Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers, etc.);
EXCEPT

¢ Units in owner occupied buildings with six or fewer units;

¢ Units in hotels, motels, rooming houses, unless rent is paid on a
monthly basis and unit is occupied for more than 32 days;

e School dormitory rooms, shelters, employee’s quarters, non-residen-
tial rental properties;

e Owner occupied co-ops and condominiums.

WHAT ARE THE LANDLORD'S GENERAL DUTIES UNDER THE ORDI-
NANCE?
*To give new or renewing tenants notice of:

1) Code citations issued by the City in the previous 12 months;

2) Pending Housing Court or administrative hearing actions;

3) Water, electrical or gas service shut-offs to the building during
entire occupancy.
¢ To maintain the property in compliance with all applicable provi-

sions of the Municipal Code.

TENANT REMEDIES

o If the landlord fails to maintain the property in compliance with the
Code and the tenant or the tenant’s family or guests are not respon-
sible for the failure, the tenant may:

1) Request in writing that the landlord make repairs within 14 days,
and if the landlord fails to do so the tenant may withhold an amount of
rent that reasonably reflects the reduced value of the unit. Rent with-
holding begins from the fifteenth day until repairs are made; OR

2) Request in writing that the landlord make repairs within 14 days
and if the landlord fails to do so the tenant may have the repairs made
and deduct up to $500 or 1/2 of the month's rent, whichever is more,
but not to exceed one month’s rent. Repairs must be done in compli-
ance with the Code. Receipt for the repairs must be given to the land-
lord and no more than the cost of the repairs can be deducted from the

rent; and also:

o If the landlord fails to provide essential services (heat, running or
hot water, electricity, gas or plumbing) the tenant may do one of the
following:

1) Procure substitute service, and upon presenting paid receipts to
the landlord, deduct the cost from the rent; OR

2) File suit against the landlord and recover damages based on the
reduced value of the dwelling unit; OR

3) Procure substitute housing and be excused from paying rent for
that period. The tenant may also recover from the landlord the cost of
substitute housing up to an amount equal to the monthly rent for each
month or portion thereof; OR

4) Request that the landlord correct the failure within 24 hours and
if the landlord fails to do so, withhold the monthly rent an amount that
reasonably reflects the reduced value of its premises. Rent withholding
cannot start until after the 24 hours expires and applies only to days
past the 24-hour waiting period; OR

5) Request that the landlord correct the failure within 72 hours and if
the landlord fails to do so, terminate the rental agreement. If the rental
agreement is terminated, the tenant must deliver possession and move
out within 30 days or the notice of termination is considered with-
drawn
Note: Remedies 4) and 5) may not be used if the failure is due to the

utility provider’s failure to provide service.

LOCKOUTS (There are no exceptions)
It is illegal for a landlord to lock out a tenant, or change locks, or
remove doors of a rental unit, or cut off heat, utility or water service, or

to do anything which interferes with the tenant’s use of the apartment.

PROHIBITION ON RETALIATORY CONDUCT BY LANDLORD

A tenant has the right to complain or testify in good faith about their
tenancy to governmental agencies or officials, police, media, commu-
nity groups, tenant unions or the landlord. A landlord is prohibited
from retaliating by terminating or threatening to terminate a tenancy,
increasing rent, decreasing services, bringing or threatening to bring

an eviction action, or refusing to renew a lease agreement.

WHERE CANYOU GET A COPY OF THE ORDINANCE? PHYSICAL COPY
Office of the City Clerk, Room 107, City Hall, 121 North LaSalle St,
Chicago, IL

Municipal Reference Library, Harold Washington Library, 5th Floor,
400 S. State St, Chicago, IL

ONLINE:

Summary: http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dcd/supp_info/
rents_right.html

Ordinance in full: http://www.chicityclerk.com/tenantsVRSlandlords.

php
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ON SCIENCE AND SURVEILLANCE

By
Melissa Naiman

It's about time to get
a Community Grant
to Monitor our Air
Polution

On average, science isn't considered very sexy.
Sure, there are the a few glamorous gigs devel-
oping laser weapons or something... but those
jobs are few and far between. Your normal
scientist just hangs out in a lab, shaking test
tubes and using ten dollar words to describe
the process, right? Sometimes, yes. But some-
times they team up with community groups to
conduct an air quality study that results in the
raid of a foundry coal production plant facility
and arrest of a high-level executive. I'm serious.

It all started with a bit of community pressure.
The Clean Air Coalition of Western New York
held deep concerns about the air quality in their
region, particularly in the town of Tonawanda,
which housed upwards of 50 industrial plants,
including a coal-burning electrical generation
station. Despite the high risk of exposure to
toxic chemicals (including some of the ones
we're concerned about here in Bridgeport), no
targeted air quality studies had been conducted
in the region. So, a group of concerned citizens
came together and conducted a study on their
own, using home-made air quality monitors.
They used those preliminary results to pressure
the New York State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation (NYSDEC) to conduct a formal

air quality study. That prompted Tom Gentile,
Chief of the Air Toxics Section, and a colleague
to get support from their management and
submit a proposal to the Local Scale Air Toxics
Ambient Air Monitoring Program sponsored by
the EPA. A year later the funding was received,
the air quality surveillance network was set up,
and everyone waited.

Prior to the study, the community complaints
had largely focused on a petroleum storage and
distribution facility, NOCO Energy Corporation.
Many community members expected that the
air quality study would clearly indict that facil-
ity as the biggest polluter on the block. How-
ever, when the data was reviewed, Tonawanda
Coke Corporation was identified as a much big-
ger problem. Broken equipment and improper
chemical handling procedures led to benzene

(a chemical that causes cancer) leaks into the
community. So NYSDEC issued a “Notice of
Violation” for three issues, carrying fines. Then
the EPA requested samples from Tonawanda
Coke Corporation, but the company would not
provide them. This prompted the EPA to seek a
federal warrant and collaborate with the NYS-
DEC and the US Coast Guard to conduct a raid
of the plant and seize chemical samples and
paperwork. Three days later, Mark Kamholz, the
Environmental Control Manager for Tonawanda
Coke Corporation, was arrested and charged
with violating a series of environmental laws,
including failure to immediately notify authori-
ties of a tar sludge release. Criminal proceed-

ings are ongoing.

When I described Bridgeport's situation to Mr.
Gentile, he felt that pursuing a Local Scale Air
Toxics Ambient Air Monitoring Program grant
would probably help our community gain lever-
age with corporations and the federal govern-
ment. If it turns out Fisk and Crawford aren't
actually the biggest sources of pollution in the
area, shouldn't we find out who is?
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A WEEK OR SO OF REPORTED CRIMES IN THE 11TH WARD

Burglary, Place: Other
600 W 31st St, Reported at 12:00 PM on October 12, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Apartment
2800 S Hillock Ave, Reported at 02:30 PM on October 12, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
3300 S Morgan St, Reported at 10:00 PM on October 13, 2011.

Motor Vehicle Theft, Place: Street
3300 S Wells St, Reported at 06:00 PM on October 13, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Residential Yard (Front/Back)
3100 S Racine Ave, Reported at 01:30 AM on October 14, 2011.

Motor Vehicle Theft, Place: Cta Garage / Other Property
2500 S Archer Ave, Reported at 06:40 AM on October 14, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Residence
2900 S Lowe Ave, Reported at 08:00 PM on October 15, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
2900 S Lowe Ave, Reported at 08:00 PM on October 15, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
3400 S Morgan St, Reported at 08:00 PM on October 15, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Sidewalk
3000 S Halsted St, Reported at 12:00 PM on October 16, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
3000 S Loomis St, Reported at 03:00 PM on October 17, 2011.

Burglary, Place: Residence
2700 S Halsted St, Reported at 12:00 PM on October 17, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street

3100 S Wentworth Ave, Reported at 07:05 PM on October 17, 2011.

Burglary, Place: Apartment
1300 W 31st St, Reported at 12:15 PM on October 17, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
3400 S Halsted St, Reported at 11:00 AM on October 18, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Apartment
3300 S Carpenter St, Reported at 08:00 AM on October 18, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Cta Platform
2500 S Archer Ave, Reported at 03:30 PM on October 18, 2011.

Burglary, Place: Apartment
3000 S Union Ave, Reported at 06:15 AM on October 18, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
3000 S Union Ave, Reported at 03:00 PM on October 18, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
2500 S Archer Ave, Reported at 08:00 AM on October 19, 2011.

Aggravated Battery, Place: Sidewalk
3000 S Poplar Ave, Reported at 08:30 PM on October 20, 2011.

Motor Vehicle Theft, Place: Street
3100 S Aberdeen St, Reported at 11:30 PM on October 20, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Sidewalk
2800 S Wallace St, Reported at 10:30 AM on October 21, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Grocery Food Store
3000 S Halsted St, Reported at 04:42 PM on October 21, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Grocery Food Store
3000 S Halsted St, Reported at 05:02 PM on October 21, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Other
800 W 31st St, Reported at 06:15 PM on October 21, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
3300 S Wentworth Ave, Reported at 09:00 PM on October 21, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Residence Porch/Hallway
400 W 28th P1, Reported at 10:00 AM on October 21, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Drug Store
700 W 31st St, Reported at 02:12 AM on October 22, 2011.

Homicide - 1st Or 2nd Degree, Place: Residence-Garage
3300 S Parnell Ave, Reported at 09:20 PM on October 22, 2011.

Aggravated Battery, Place: Apartment
3300 S Racine Ave, Reported at 11:45 PM on October 22, 2011.

Homicide - 1st Or 2nd Degree, Place: Sidewalk
1000 W 34th P, Reported at 06:15 AM on October 23, 2011.

Robbery, Place: Sidewalk
400 W 35th St, Reported at 04:08 PM on October 23, 2011.

Aggravated Battery, Place: Sidewalk
3200 S Halsted St, Reported at 07:30 PM on October 23, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Residence
2700 S Wallace St, Reported at 11:00 AM on October 24, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Sidewalk
100 W 33rd St, Reported at 03:05 PM on October 24, 2011.

Burglary, Place: Apartment
1300 W 31st P, Reported at 12:30 PM on October 24, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
600 W 28th St, Reported at 08:00 PM on October 24, 2011.

Larceny - Theft, Place: Street
3300 S Wells St, Reported at 07:30 AM on October 24, 2011.

Burglary, Place: Residence-Garage
3000 S Poplar Ave, Reported at 12:30 AM on October 25, 2011.

Burglary, Place: Residence-Garage
3000 S Emerald Ave, Reported at 03:00 PM on October 25, 2011.

Burglary, Place: Residence
2700 S Wallace St, Reported at 07:30 PM on October 25, 2011.



